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The JPO has been implementing various initiatives including
accelerated examinations, fast track examinations, quality
management, and protection of regional collective trademarks
in order to appropriately protect trademarks, and to improve
convenience for users.

1) Examination Performance

In order to promptly and appropriately protect users’ trade-
marks and contribute to smooth business activities, the JPO
is working to make examinations more efficient and reinforce
the examination system. In FY2018 (April 2018—March 2019),
the JPO achieved the "first action pendency” (FA pendency)
and “total pendency” periods shown in Figure 2-1-11. In
addition, as Figure 2-1-12 shows, the number of FA in 2019
was 134,834*2, [Figure 2-1-11][Figure 2-1-12]

2) Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated exam-
ination system that, upon the request of the applicant, expe-
dites the commencement of an examination (for further
details, please see “Outline of Accelerated Examinations and
Accelerated Appeal Examinations for Trademarks”** at the
JPO website).

e The number of requests for accelerated examinations in
2019 was 8,110, an increase of approx. 54% over the
previous year. [Figure 2-1-13]

¢ |n 2019, first action pendency from request for accelerated
examination was 1.7 months on average.
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*2 See Part 2, Chapter 1, 3.6 “Regional Collective *3
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The FA pendency is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice of examination
results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons for refusal)
(excluding applications related to non-traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks1).

+ The total pendency is the period from the application filing to the registration (excluding applications related to

non-traditional trademarks and regional collective trademarks, as well as cases in which applicants are required
to respond to the second notices from the JPO for amendments submitted by the applicants within a certain
period).
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Note: The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of applications

for which “Explanation of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” was
submitted.
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