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The JPO has been implementing a variety of initiatives includ-
ing accelerated examinations, quality management, and the
revision of the Examination Guidelines, in order to appropriate-
ly protect designs, improve convenience for users, and
strengthen the competitiveness of Japan's companies.

1) Examination Performance

The JPO is working to make examinations more efficient for
user convenience. In FY2018 (April 2018—March 2019), the
JPO achieved the “first action pendency” (FA pendency) and

“total pendency” periods shown in Figure 2-1-7. [Figure 2-1-7]
[Figure 2-1-8]

2) Accelerated Examination

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated exam-
ination system that, upon the request of an applicant, expe-
dites the commencement of an examination*'. [Figure 2-1-9]

e The accelerated examination system may be applied under
the following conditions: (i) applications for design registra-
tion related to implementations with an urgent need for
registration*?; (i) applications for design registration that
are concurrently filed in one or more other countries; or (ii)
applications for design registration by businesses, etc. that
have suffered earthquake damage.

e In 2019, first action pendency from request for accelerated
examination was 1.7 months on average.

*1 English
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/design/

shinsa/soki-isyou_soukisinri.html
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/
shinsa/soki/isyou_soukisinri.html
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*2  Among (i), the JPO is implementing an initiative
to commence examinations even earlier for
applications where there are counterfeits
already in existence and there are no problems
in the application procedure. In 2019, the
above period was 0.5 months on average.
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FA Pendency and Total
Pendency for Design
Examinations in FY2018
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Number of FAs and
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Number of Requests for
Accelerated Examinations
for Design
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Note: » The FA pendency is the period from the application filing until the JPO sends the first notice of examination
results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or a notice of reasons for refusal).
The total pendency is the period from the application filing to a final disposition (excluding international applica-
tions filed to register designs under the Hague Agreement, as well as cases in which applicants are required to
respond to the second notices from the JPO for amendments submitted by the applicants within a certain
period of time).
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Year / & 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Number of FA:
F:":;’ orkas 29,752 30,448 31,600 31,266 31,749
Number of Decisions of
Registration 26,286 26,156 27,976 27,301 27,909
EREEMHH

Note: The number of first actions is the number of first notices of examination results sent by examiners to applicants,
etc. (for the most part, either a decision of registration or notices of reasons for refusal).
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Note: The number of requests for accelerated examinations is the number of “Explanation
of Circumstances Concerning Accelerated Examination” that were submitted.
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