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The JPO has been aiming to achieve the “world’s fastest and
utmost quality patent examinations”, so that once applicants
obtain patents in Japan, the associated examination results
will be upheld overseas to facilitate the smooth acquisition of
rights abroad. To this end, the JPO has been implementing
various measures focused on “maintaining speed”, “granting
high quality rights”, and “cooperating and collaborating with
foreign IP offices”.

1) Examination Performance

With the acceleration of the intellectual property creation

cycle, comprised of intellectual property creation, the estab-

lishment of rights, and utilization of rights, there is a growing

need to shorten total pendency, and the JPO has been engag-

ing in initiatives to speed up examinations.

e In FY2018 (April 2018—March 2019), the JPO achieved the
periods shown in Figure 2-1-1. [Figure 2-1-1] [Figure 2-1-2]

2) Initiatives to Speed up Examinations

(i) Securing the Necessary Number of Examiners

In order to maintain and strengthen the patent examination

system, the JPO is working to secure the necessary number

of patent examiners, including fixed-term examiners.

e For FY2019, the JPO secured a capacity of 1,682 examiners
(including fixed-term examiners).

(ii) Outsourcing Prior Art Searches

By outsourcing prior art searches to registered search organi-

zations, the JPO promotes the speeding up of examinations

through utilization of the private sector.

o As of December 2019, there were 9 registered search
organizations.

e In FY2019, the number of outsourced searches was approx.
150,000, of which around three-fourths or approx. 113,000
involved searches for foreign patent documents in addition
to Japanese patent documents.
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Figure 2-1-1 | 2-1-1

FA Pendency and Total
Pendency for Patent
Examinations in FY2018
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Number of Patent
Examination FAs, Number
of Patents Granted, and
Number of International
Search Reports Established
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The first action pendency (FA pendency) is the period from the date of examination request until the JPO sends
the first notice of examination results to the applicant, etc. (for the most part, either a notice of patent grant or a
notice of reasons for refusal).

+ The total pendency (also called the “standard pendency”) is the period from the date of examination request to

withdrawal or abandonment or until a final disposition (excluding cases where the JPO requests an applicant to
respond to the second notice of reasons for refusal due to the amendments submitted by the applicant, and
where the applicant performs procedures they are allowed to use, such as requests to the JPO for extension of
the period of response and for an accelerated examination).
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Year / & 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Number of FAs! 235,809 246,879 239,236 232,701 227,293

Number of Patents Granted?
Number of Patents Grante 173,015 191,082 183,919 177,852 167,945

Number of International

Search Reports Established * 43,571 44,321 45,948 47,934 51,666
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1. The number of first actions in patent examinations is the number of first notices of examination results (for the
most part, either a notice of patent grant or a notice of reasons for refusal) issued by examiners to applicants,
etc.

2. The number of patents granted excludes the number of patents granted after a request for appeals against an
examiner’s decision of refusal was filed (including patents granted through reconsideration by examiners before
appeal proceedings).

3. The number of international search reports established is the number by year of issuance of international search
reports prepared and issued by the JPO as the International Searching Authority (ISA) under the PCT (the
number of international search reports includes that of “decisions of not preparing an international search
report”).
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3) Accelerated Examination System/
Super-accelerated Examination System

Under certain conditions, the JPO offers an accelerated exam-

ination system/super-accelerated examination system that,

upon the request of an applicant, expedites the commence-

ment of an examination. [Figure 2-1-3]

(i) Accelerated Examination System

¢ The accelerated examination system for patent applications
may be applied for applications that are also filed in one or
more other countries and applications by small and medi-
um-sized enterprises, etc. For more details, please visit the
JPO website™1.

e In 2019, first action pendency from request for accelerated
examination was 2.5 months on average.

(ii) Super-accelerated Examination System

e The JPO is running pilot programs for a super-accelerated
examination system for highly important applications, such
as applications for inventions that have already been put
into practice and that are also filed in one or more other
countries.

¢ In principle, this system aims for the period from request to
first action to be within one month (within two months for
DO*? applications). For more details, please visit the JPO
website.

¢ In 2019, there were 1125 requests, and first action penden-
cy from request for super-accelerated examination was 0.6
months on average (1.3 months for DO applications).
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/
shinsa/jp-soki/index.html
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https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/patent/
shinsa/soki/v3souki.html

*2 Applications that have entered the national *3
phase after international application
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